
 

 

 

 

     

GREATER LOS ANGELES CHAPTER 

VIRTUAL PROGRAM/MEETING 

Sunday, April 14, 1pm – 2pm 
 

“BY GEORGE!” Film by Janice Tanaka 

 

Join virtual screening and meeting on Zoom: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83749585696?pwd=SDBOSDJzemtrcmI1VUR6QnlXNlQ1dz09  

 

Meeting ID: 837 4958 5696  Passcode: 254290 

 

 
 

Moderator: Mitchell Matsumura  

 

The film profiles George Izumi, owner of Grace Pastries in Los Angeles’ Crenshaw District. Director Tanaka’s 

WIP project will tell the story of the Black/Japanese America intersection that took part during the 1960s/1970s, 

where African Americans and Japanese Americans alike found a place of shared identification. 

 

After the film there will be Q&A and a presentation of  

“Signposts of the Japanese American community of Crenshaw.” 

 

For information email: greaterlajacl@gmail.com  
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Hana Uno Shepard Memorial Scholarship 
 

GLA annually awards the Hana Uno Shepard Memorial Scholarship. Applicants must be a graduating 

high school senior with a high achievement record, from a single-parent family, of Japanese descent, and 

a resident of Los Angeles or Orange County. The scholarship may be applied to any college, university, 

community college, fine arts, or vocational school. GLA provides the scholarship recipient with 4 years 

of JACL student membership. 

 

In February, the application process may be started. The deadline to submit the application is May 15th 

each year. 

 

The GLA application is available in 3 ways: 

• The high school counseling office may have the GLA forms. 

• The application is available as a Google form. 

• The application is available as a printable document. 

 

Applicants have 3 options for submitting their applications: 

• Application may be filled out manually and emailed to greaterlajacl@gmail.com. 

• Application may be completed online through the Google form. 

• Request snail mail address from greaterlajacl@gmail.com. 

 

For application questions and additional information: greaterlajacl@gmail.com 

National JACL provides a variety of scholarships. See scholarships. 
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Registration is now open for the 2024 JACL National Convention! 
 

Join us in historic Philadelphia this summer, July 10-14, as we celebrate our 

community and build on our convention theme: 

“Looking into the Future Together!” 

 

For information: https://jacl.org/2024-jacl-national-convention 
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Victory of the Sperl Building Boycott Campaign 
 

SPERL ACCEPTS COMMUNITY DEMANDS; NEXT TENANT WILL BE 

ANOTHER JAPANESE RESTAURANT – BOYCOTT IS OVER! 

 

         
 
On March 17, 2024, Tony Sperl, the landlord of Suehiro Cafe, emailed Little Tokyo Against Gentrification (LTAG) 

suggesting that he was finally ready to accept community demands that no gentrifying businesses be brought into the former 

Suehiro Cafe space. His email stated the following: 

 

“No dispensary, strip club, McDonalds or franchise by our Collective or Tony at 337 E. 1st Street or anywhere else in Little 

Tokyo…” 

 

LTAG immediately replied asking Sperl to confirm that he had accepted our demands, to which Sperl has not responded. 

However, Sperl has since informed the Little Tokyo Business Association that his next tenant in the Sperl Building will be 

another Japanese restaurant. 

 
For the last two and a half months, LTAG has picketed in front of the Sperl Building in the aftermath of Sperl’s shameful – 

and initially illegal – eviction of Suehiro Cafe. The LA Times reported and an independent LTAG investigation confirmed 

that Sperl had spent years attempting to acquire a marijuana dispensary license for the building, and Suehiro owner Kenji 

Suzuki revealed that Sperl had previously expressed a desire to make Little Tokyo’s 1st Street into “a new Melrose.” In 

response, the Little Tokyo community asserted our right to self-determination, threatening to boycott any marijuana 

dispensary or other gentrifying business brought in to replace Suehiro Cafe. Nearly 1,000 community members signed a 

pledge to boycott any store that failed to meet our demands, while dozens of volunteers braved wind and rain to picket the 

Sperl building every Saturday since the eviction. 

 

It should go without saying that no new Japanese restaurant can replace the 50+ years of community-building that Suehiro 

Cafe represents for Little Tokyo. Nonetheless, Sperl’s agreement to bring in another Japanese restaurant proves that our 
community has the power to stop landlords and developers from destroying Little Tokyo. At this very moment, Colorado-

based developer Continuum Partners is preparing to start a multi-billion dollar development at the Cold Storage building on 

4th and Central—a development that currently promises to include a luxury hotel, luxury apartments, and the bare minimum 

amount of legally required affordable housing. Our community’s victory in this fight proves that we have the power to reject 

these attempts to gentrify Little Tokyo. We in LTAG are ready to fight Continuum Partners, Sperl, or any other gentrifier 

who dares to threaten our community. 

 

Little Tokyo Against Gentrification (LTAG) is a united front organization consisting of J-Town Action と Solidarity (JAS), 

Save Our Seniors Network (SOSN), and the Greater Los Angeles chapter of the Japanese American Citizens League (GLA 

JACL). 
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